The Bloody Assize
Those who had remained in Lyme had spent the Sunday
preparing to march towards Bristol, which was their pro-
mised land, and on Monday the Duke moved inland to
Axminster at the head of 3000 men who wore green
boughs in their hats and cheered for Monmouth and the
Protestant religion.
It is very interesting to follow on modern roads the
actual movements of Monmouth, and it is best when
possible to do it afoot. The Duke went over the high
ground above what is now Hunter's Lodge, and here, as
I think, his outposts must have pushed westward as far
as Trinity Hill if, as it is said, they caught a sight of
the Devonshire militia moving towards Axminster. Very
probably they reached the old beacon which stands nearly
700 feet above the sea, and on a fair day commands a noble
view of the Axe valley. But that Monmouth could also
and at the same time have seen, as is alleged, " the Somerset-
shire militia hastening to form a junction with the Devon
men," seems improbable. Yet this was happening and he
may have had word of it, and had he struck a blow here it
would have been a good day's work. For both the regi-
ments fell back before the rebels and vacated Axminster and
let Monmouth's troops enter the town. The truth was
that the men of the militia were ready to desert to the
enemy if their general had shown fight and gained a success*
For Lord Churchill, writing to James at this date, says
that " unless speedy course be taken we are like to lose this
county td the rebels; for we have those two regiments run
away a second time . . . and there is not any relying on
those regiments that are left unless we had some of your
Majesty's standing forces to lead them on and encourage
them."
Monmouth, from first to last, never grasped the need of
a speedy attack. He wrote a letter to Churchill, however,
calling upon him to help him. They had been comrades in
Flanders, but Churchill dismissed his trumpeter with a
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